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upon a streptococcus. The interval between the coryza and the explosion 
of the glandular fever is explained by our modern ideas of the parasitism 
of the bucco-pharyngeal mucosa (Widal, Besangon). Conditions of resist¬ 
ance are essentially variable in man, and one can conceive that their etio¬ 
logical influence is preponderant in the diseases caused by our habitual 
guest, the pneumococcus. 

A Case of Transmission of Measles from Mother to Fcetus.— Teles- 
foro Fiori (Gazz. degli osp. t della, clin., June 10, 1900) states that transmis¬ 
sion of measles through the placental circulation has been recorded in only 
six instances. In fourteen cases of pregnancy complicated by measles there 
were eleven abortions or premature births. The infants born at term and 
attacked by measles almost all die in the first days of life. 

The case observed by Fiori occurred in a grave epidemic. The mother 
was a peasant, aged twenty-two years, who had borne a child at term in 
1897. On May 20, 1899, at the end of a second pregnancy, she developed 
a measles rash, which had almost disappeared on the 23d, the day after her 
baby was born. The infant, a girl, appeared to be fully developed; on the 
skin of the face and neck were morbillous macules of large size, leaving 
little ioterval of healthy skin. There was also conjunctivitis, lacrymation, 
and rhinitis, with a few rales in the lungs. By May 27th the exanthem had 
extended to the entire body. On June 1st desquamation had begun, and 
by the 6th the baby was entirely well. 
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Diabetes Mellitus and SaloL —Dr. Teschemacher, adopting the recom¬ 
mendation of Ebstein to use salol in diabetes, reports his observations on 
nine patients. Of these six were helped, in the others the action was nil. 
The action was developed independent of dietary regulations. The drug 
was given in comparatively large doses (fifteen grains) three or four times a 
day for five to six days. An interesting feature of this observation was 
that the polarity of the sugar in the urine was inverted. After the drug is 
discontinued the sugar slowly reappears .—Therapeutuchea Monatehe/le, 1901, 
Heft i., S. 23. 
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[The author’s observation might have been of more service if he had indi¬ 
cated what the types of diabetes were that he was treating. As a general 
proposition it may be stated that while salol is useful in most instances of 
hepatic and in few of pancreatic diabetes its failures are by no means infre¬ 
quent.—R. W. W.] 

Dyspeptic Glycosuria and its Treatment.—Da. Albert Robin, in the 
examination of the urine of 1G00 patients suffering from gastric hypera»- 
thesia, found that 5.2 per cent, contained sugar. In one set of these patients 
alimentary glycosuria was in evidence ; in a second there was a true diabetes, 
not differing from other forms of diabetes save in the matter of its origin. 
To this latter class he gives the name dyspeptic diabetes. It is a type dis¬ 
tinctly amenable to treatment, although it may be converted into a persistent 
and chronic diabetes. This dyspeptic glycosuria may form a preface to 
chronic diabetes. The chief pathogenic factor, according to the author, is a 
lack of, or an irregularity in, the reflex stimulation of the glyconic functions 
of the liver. In the treatment of the simplest cases an absolute milk diet 
may suffice. If the glycosuria persists, moderate stimulation of the liver 
may be indicated. Antipyrine with sodium bicarbonate, sodium and potas¬ 
sium arsenites, codeine, belladonna, and valerian are among the best reme¬ 
dies for this purpose. Should the sugar continue and the line that separates 
glycosuria from diabetes be passed, the treatment recommended is as fol¬ 
lows : Strict hygiene; one hour and a half before lunch and dinner a powder 
consisting of antipyrine and sodium bicarbonate, aa three grains, should be 
taken in a little Seltzer water. Vichy water to be taken during meals. After 
eating the patient should take a powder of calcined magnesia, sodium bicar¬ 
bonate, and prepared chalk, ua about ten grains. If there are severe attacks 
of pyrosis with augmentation of the sugar, Robin'advises the following: 
Calcined magnesia, 5lv; bismuth subnitrate, $ij; prepared chalk, gij; 
codeine, gr. i; sodium bicarbonate, sijss. Divide in ten powders, to be 
given in intervals between eating. Proper dietetic measures should be fol¬ 
lowed. Fowler’s solution in three to five-drop doses, t. i. d., may be of service 
as accessory medication .—Revue de Therapculique, 1901, No. 68, p. 103. 

Treatment of Diabetes.— Dr. Van Noobden, in a study of some 600 
cases of diabetes, gives the following general results obtained under varying 
lines of treatment. Jambul, used as the extract in drachm doses in water 
before luncheon and on retiring, is a good general drug. While it has no 
very marked action on the elimination of the sugar, in combination with 
diet and other hygienic procedures it is of service. In certain cases in 
which it seems necessary to increase the amount of carbohydrates ingested, 
the use of sodium salicylate, or of aspirin, is followed by a diminution in 
the amount of sugar, or, rather, the sugar excreted is held in check, notwith¬ 
standing the increase in the amount of carbohydrates taken. Carlsbad 
waters, especially when taken warm, have a beneficial action on the patients, 
especially on the dyspeptic symptoms. In a few instances the use of ordi¬ 
nary warm water has been followed by excellent results. As aids to special 
indications in the treatment a number of remedies may be useful. The 
salicylic acid compounds have a beneficial action on the pruritus; bromides 
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are valuable for the nervous symptoms, notably the insomnia and cardiac 
palpitations. Opium is indicated only for those patients who develop grave 
neurotic symptoms as a result of enforced dietary hygiene. Of the various 
analgesics, antipyrine is of service in the treatment of neuralgia. Diarrhoea, 
flatulence, or other intestinal disturbances are best treated by bismuth prepa¬ 
rations. The salicylates have given the best results, notably the di-thio- 
snlicylate or thioform .—Deutsche Praxis , 1901, No. 1, S. 1. 

Treatment of Insomnia. —Diu G. Lyon, speaking of the general lines of 
treatment, says that hygienic measures occupy a foremost place. Alcohol, 
tea, coffee, and tobacco should be stopped, and the diet regulated. It is 
unwise to permit such patients to eat too heartily, and all foods which have 
been found to digest slowly should be avoided. This is of importance, as 
patients should not be permitted to Bleep while digestion is going on. The 
temperature of the sleeping room should not be above 60° F. It is inadvis¬ 
able to have a fire in the room, and the windows Bhould be open. From 
the stand-point of medicinal treatment he recommends for simple insomnia 
trional, chloralose, urethane, amylene hydrate, and Bomnal. In conditions 
accompanied with fever potassium bromide with a small amount of morphine 
is one of the best hypnotics. In insomnia from pain he recommends mor¬ 
phine hypodermatically, chloral, combined with morphine and hypnal, being 
analgesic from the antipyrine it contains. In certain special forms of 
insomnia definite medication is advisable ; thus for tertiary syphilis potas¬ 
sium iodide is of more value than hypnotics; in cardiac diseases, circulatory 
remedies; in paludal poisoning, quinine sulphate; in Bright’s disease, a 
milk diet; in tuberculosis, morphine is of more value, and in insomnia of 
dyspeptics, dietary regimen .—Revue de Therapeutigue, 1901, vol. lxviii., p. 178. 

Morphine and the Stomach.— Dr. B. Hiusch considers two features of 
the action of morphine on the stomach—its effects on the motor mechanism 
and on the secretion of normal hydrochloric acid. Fluids when taken by 
the normal stomach are passed into the duodenum in within ten to fifteen 
minutes, but under the influence of this drug there is a tonic spasm of the 
muscular fibres about the pylorus which prevents the stomach’s contents 
from passing into the duodenum, at times for several hours. The hydro¬ 
chloric acid is at first diminished, but it is later markedly increased. Both 
effects are ascribed to central influences in the medulla .—Cenlralblatt fur 
| innere Medicin, 1901, No. 2, S. 72. 

Chloretone.— Dr. E. Impess has made a most thorough study of this 
comparatively new hypnotic, which is produced by the action of acetone on 
chloroform. It may be termed a tri-chlor butyl-alcohol. It is naturally 
compared with chloral hydrate. After a long series of animal experiments 
the author shows that chloretone is two and one-half times as toxic as chloral 
hydrate; in small dose3 it has little action on respiration, but does diminish 
the inspiratory incursion. In large doses it reduces the respiratory effort at 
least 40 per cent., and the volume of respiration at least 60 per cent. It, 
therefore, diminishes pulmonary ventilation very markedly. Chloretone 
paralyzes the vasomotor centres and thereby induces marked dilatation of the 
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capillaries. There is a marked decrease in blood-pressure, at limes as much 
as 43 per cent This reduction is not alone due to its action on the blood¬ 
vessels, but it paralyzes the heart also. This toxic action is pronounced in 
doses sufficiently large to induce narcosis. Sleep is accompanied with lower¬ 
ing of the temperature, which is due at least in part to protoplasm paralysis. 
In one point alone doe3 it prove more valuable than chloral hydrate, in that it 
is less irritable by reason of a slight analgesic action. He concludes by 
stating that chloretone is an extremely dangerous narcotic, much more dan¬ 
gerous than chloral hydrate.— Archives InUmalionelles de Pharmacia, 1901, 
No. 8, p. 77. 

[This report is entirely at variance with clinical observation, which shows 
that chloretone in amount many times greater than the fatal dose of chloral 
hydrate merely produces profound sleep.—K. W. W.] 

Colloidal Silver as a Specific.—D e. P. Viett advocates the use of col¬ 
loidal silver as an efficient means of combating sepsis. He reports a num¬ 
ber of illustrative cases, all resulting favorably. Should his results be sub¬ 
stantiated, a distinct advance step in therapeutics can be recorded. He has 
used the unguentum Crede in larger doses than those usually prescribed 
(forty-live grains), using it in one inunction. In patients suffering from 
phlegmon, lymphangitis, and lymphadenitis his results were excellent. In 
one case of pneumonia inunctions over the chest were employed. The pa¬ 
tient recovered promptly, but no special credit is given to the therapy, save 
that recovery began almost immediately after the use of the remedy. In 
two severe toxmmic cases of scarlet fever and in one of diphtheria favor¬ 
able results followed promptly after the introduction of the treatment. 
The results were equally striking in two patients Buffering apparently from 
acute appendicitis. Three patients suffering from puerperal sepsis recovered. 

From his experience in the twenty cases reported the author is led to 
believe that as an effective agent against various pyogenic organisms col¬ 
loidal silver should be regarded as taking first place, and that the results are 
certainly encouraging that an internal antiseptic has been made practicable. 
—AUgcmcine medicinische Central-Zeilung , 1901, Nob. 19 and 20, S. 61 and 73. 

Petroleum and the Treatment of Acute Articular Eheumatism.—D b. 
Hector Sarafidis makes a careful study of the action of petroleum admin¬ 
istered by massage in acute articular rheumatism. The remedy has a large 
use among the laity in oil-producing countries of Europe as well as here. 
The author, however, has made systematic observations with a view to deter¬ 
mine its real value. As a result of its use by massage, ten minute seances 
once or twice a day, he concludes that the treatment of this disease by 
petroleum is one of the best modes of treatment known to him for several 
reasons. Its cheapness makes it universally applicable, at home and abroad, 
in touch with a pharmacy or not; it is not necessary to drug the patient; 
the petroleum alone will bring about a cure. It lowers the temperature very 
shortly. Its action is probably due to its action on the nerve filaments in 
the nervous membranes of the joints as well as a penetrating antiseptic effect. 
Complications of the endocardium were not recorded by the author. A 
further advantage is that it may be used in rheumatism accompanied by 
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Bright’s disease, in which condition the salicylates are contraindicated.— 
Revue de Thcrapeutiyue, 1901, vol. lxviii., p. 73. 

Preventive Treatment of Hepatic Colic.—Dm Chacffard outlines the 
indications for the prophylactic treatment of biliary calculi. The most 
important remedy is sodium salicylate. The work of Stadeimann, Doyen, 
and Dufour has shown that it is a powerful and persistent hepatic stimulant, 
non-toxic to the liver parenchyma, save in immense doses; and it thereby 
renders the biliary secretions more abundant, more fluid, and less liable to 
deposit calculi. In addition it is an excellent antiseptic, being especially 
valuable in mild infections of the gall-bladder, which are now held to be 
accountable ior most of the calculi formation. The doses should be mod¬ 
erate, not over fifteen to thirty grains a day, preferably divided equally in 
three to six doses at meal times. Sodium benzoate may be combined with 
salicylate, in equal doses, but it is less energetic .—La Semaine Medicate, 
1901, No. 1, p. 1. 

On TetranitroL— Dr. M. Huchard, in a Bhort resum6 of his work on 
erythrol tetranitrate, speaks of this remedy as of much importance. He 
believes that iu the early arterio-sclerotic changes, the presclerotic period, 
in the absence of pathological alterations, characterized by simple increase 
in tension, it is of great value. In confirmed arterio-sclero9is, in coronary 
angina, and in hyperdilatation of the heart from peripheral vascular con¬ 
striction ; in uric acid dyscrasia, in gout, in tabetic crises, and in intersti¬ 
tial nephritis this remedy is indicated. It has the great advantage of mild 
prolonged action. It commences to act in from fifteen minutes to three- 
quarters of an hour, and if continued in one to two-grain doses, four or five 
times a day, it keeps the bloodvessels in a state of reduced tension. It 
further avoids the disagreeable effects on the haemoglobin induced by others 
of the nitrite group. The author has employed it in some one hundred and 
twenty patients during the past four years, and has found it singularly free 
from the unpleasant effects of nitroglycerin, such as pulsating temporals, 
etc. Mannitol nitrite has given similar results, quercite penta-nitrite also, 
hydroxylamine, a closely related body, is too irritating to the gastric mucosa. 
—Bulletin de CAcademic de Medecine, 1901, vol. lxv., p. 288. 

[Personal observation shows that it is the most valuable of all the vaso¬ 
dilators for constant use. The apothecaries should use great care in dispens¬ 
ing else serious accidents may occur.—R. W. W.] 

Obesity and its Treatment.— Dr. Strebel, in addition to the well- 
known dietary prescriptions, contributes some interesting details to the 
treatment of this obstinate condition. He adds the electric light bath to 
the usual procedures. Hot air baths constitute one of the best means of 
keeping the condition in check, but it is only too frequent that pnecordial 
distress, palpitations, syncope, and vomiting are induced by this means; 
certain patients with heart trouble cannot take such baths. For such espe¬ 
cially are the electric light baths available. Among the gymnastic exercises 
advised by the author is the familiar one of resting on one’s back and com¬ 
ing to the sitting posture. This should he done regularly ten to twenty 
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times at a seance, once or twice a day, on rising and retiring. As a cardiac 
tonic he recommends camphor, preferably in oil used hypodermatically. 
The electric light stances are to be carried out twice a week. After an 
exposure of twenty minutes to an arc light the neck is enveloped in cold 
compresses and after the seance a bathing at a temperature of 86° F., fol¬ 
lowed by five minutes at 64° F., then massage and friction.— Deutsche medi- 
cinische Zeitung, 1901, No. 3, S. 28. 

Antipyrine in Rheumatism.—At a recent meeting of the Soci6t6 de 
ThSrupeutique, Paris, M. Linossjer reported on the use of the newer aro¬ 
matic synthetics in rheumatism. He believes that in doses of forty-five to 
sixty grains a day the results are identical with those obtained from the sali¬ 
cylates, and the disagreeable effects much less. He further thought that 
antipyrine had a distinct effect in diminishing the tendency to pericarditis, 
endocarditis, and other cardiac complications.— Revue de Therapeutique, 
1901, vol. lxviii., p. 151. 

Dymal.—D r. L. Korp has made some studies on a new compound—didy- 
mium salicylate—which has been termed dymal. It is an impalpable 
powder, without odor or taste, and is best prescribed in the form of an oint¬ 
ment. In deep ulcers of the leg, cutaneous gangrene, and in burns, even of 
the third degree, it has proved of value. Its action as an antiseptic is demon¬ 
strated also in a variety of infected wounds. It is of value, in the author’s 
hands, in eczema, in psoriasis, in byperidrosis, in ichthyosis, and in pruritus. 
Its comparative inexpensiveness gives it an advantage over some of the 
newer products used for the same purpose. It is a chemical by-product.— 
Therapeulische Monatsheftc, 1901, Heft 2, S. 127. 
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Induced Labor, Symphysiotomy, and Embryotomy.—In the Monaltschri/t 
fur Gcburtshul/e und Gynakologie, 1900, Band xii.. Heft 5, Gross reports the 
case of a multipara whose first labor was terminated by embryotomy and 
whose second pregnancy was ended by induced labor. In the third preg¬ 
nancy labor was induced, and the head descended partially into the pelvic 
brim, but came no further, the occiput rotating toward the promontory of 
the sacrum, with a large caput succedaneum developing. Symphysiotomy 
was performed and the forceps applied to the head. It was impossible to 
deliver the head, and craniotomy was accordingly done. The head was 



